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THE NEXT  
BIG FIVE 
T e London Design Festival is about to kick off , with designers vying for attention 
across the capital. Talib Choudhry homes in on fi ve of the most exciting talents 
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ow in its 10th year, the  London 
Design Festival  is a city wide 
celebration of the capital  as   
global creative hub. With some 
300 events  taking place across 
the city over the next week, 

there is a head-spinning array of sights to 
take in, including the major exhibitions 
which have become a core part of the 
festival ( Design Junction ,  100% Design , 
 Tent London ,  Decorex ) as well as audacious 
installations  such as the MC Escher-esque 
  Endless Stair  that has just been unveiled 
outside  Tate Modern. You’ll fi nd full listings 
at  londondesignfestival.com , but to help   
narrow things down we’ve selected  fi ve 
must-see exhibitors. 

TAMASYN GAMBELL
 Tamasyn Gambell  has serious fashion 
credentials : the RCA graduate worked as 
a print designer for the luxe Parisian label  
Louis Vuitton and the Swedish high street 
giant H&M after graduating, but became 
increasingly disillusioned with the industry. 

“I felt frustrated with the level of waste 
and the lack of innovation,” she says . “Mass-
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produced fashions leave little time for 
refl ection, so I decided to set up a company 
that would do things diff erently.” 

Gambell came back to the UK fi ve 
years ago and began producing bold 
screen-printed products using the most 
eco-friendly methods possible. Her hip 
homewares (cushions, upholstery fabrics 
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and lampshades) are all made in the UK 
using fabrics from Irish mills that have 
been dyed with water-based pigments. 
Gambell’s emphasis on social responsibility 
is admirable, but it is her vibrant geometric 
designs which really grab your attention. 
Resolutely cheerful but never garish, 
they have a sophistication and timeless 
appeal that’s sure never to go out of style. 

Tamasyn Gambell is showing as part of Tent London 
from 19  to 22 September at the Old Truman Brewery, 
Hanbury Street, London E1  ( tentlondon.co.uk ; 
 tamasyngambell.com )
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HUNTING & NARUD
“We  clicked,” says Oscar Narud, describing 
the moment he  met his design partner Amy 
Hunting at a workshop three years ago . “It 
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was so nice having someone else to play off  
that we decided to try working together.”

 Romance  gradually blossomed between 
 the London-based designers , who are both 
half-British, half-Norwegian.  “We take quite 
diff erent approaches to reach the end goal, 
but we’re usually both happy at the same 
point in the process   and we don’t have too 
many arguments ,” explains Narud.

 The duo have created a gallery-like 
exhibition space for the  100% Norway  show, 
where  the fi rst product range they  designed 
together will be unveiled. The striking  yet  
simple  Copper Mirror Serie s is inspired by 
the rich history of Norwegian mining, but 
London is their fi rst love.  “There’s more 
scope for experimenting and being in charge 
of your own production here ,” explains 
Narud . “Our pieces are all made locally in 
Hackney. We can cycle  10 minutes  to visit 
the welders or  wood workshop .”
The Copper Mirror Series will be on show at 100% 
Norway from 19  to 22 September  at  Dray Walk Gallery, 
Dray Walk, off  Brick Lane/Hanbury Street, London E1 
 ( 100percentnorway.com ;  huntingandnarud.com )

WRONG FOR HAY
 A huge amount of anticipation surround s the 
debut collection by  Sebastian Wrong  for the 
cool Danish brand  Hay . It remains to be seen 
if the former design director of  Established 
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SEBASTIAN WRONG
The debut collection 
by Wrong (left) includes 
the  patterned fabric 
Coffins (above). His 
ethos: to create a new 
middle market that 
offers ‘great design 
at a very fair price’
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TAMASYN GAMBELL
The creator of bold, 
eco-friendly  fabrics and 
homewares, Gambell 
(above) has an eye 
for  geometry which is 
reflected in her cushions 
and upholstery (left) 
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HUNTING & NARUD
Both half-British 
and half-Norwegian, 
Amy Hunting and 
Oscar Narud (above) 
hark back to their 
Scandinavian roots 
with their plain but 
powerful Copper 
Mirror Series (below)
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& Sons  (arguably the last sit-up-and-take-
notice Brit design brand to launch)  will 
meet the same critical acclaim, but Wrong 
is  upbeat.  “I’m  confi dent that the product 
will deliver,” he says . “There aren’t a lot 
of exciting things going on in the industry  
now, as it  was hit  heavily by the crash . We’re 
focusing on re inventing the middle market 
by off ering great design at a very fair price.” 

Products will range from furniture and 
lighting to tableware and accessories, with 
contributions from a  roster of notable 
names, including prints by  Natalie Du 
Pasquier   and fashion designer  Bernhard 
Willhelm . The launch setting is similarly 
impressive – a  restored Georgian townhouse 
in St  James’s, which will also host a pop-up 
restaurant catered by current foodie hotspot  
 Peckham Refreshment Rooms . 
 Hay House will be open daily until 22 September  at 16 
Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1  ( wrongforhay.com ) 

GRAPHIC AFRICA AT HABITAT 
Much has been written  recently about the 
demise of Habitat, but the design team didn’t 
let it get them down. Instead  they proved 
the naysayers wrong by producing the 
blockbuster  autumn/winter collection that’s 
in store now and an excellent exhibition, 
which will show at  Habitat’s Platform space  
on the King’s Road, Chelsea .  Graphic Africa  
highlights a thoroughly contemporary 
aesthetic from the continent, with work by 
16 leading designers, including furniture and 
industrial lighting from Johannesburg-based 
 Dokter & Misses , hand-strung furniture 
by Burkina Faso’s  Hamed Ouattara   and 
graphic textiles by  Boubacar Doumbia , who 
runs social enterprises in Mali. Habitat’s 
senior design manager,  Rebecca Hoyes, 
worked with Doumbia to develop a range 
of cushions and throws using traditional 
“mud cloth” techniques. 

“Working with someone who shares 
a passion and enthusiasm for designing but in 
a totally diff erent context was very exciting,” 
says Hoyes . “He uses organic cotton, mud 
from the  River Niger and plants that grow 
on the riverbank – a pure, ancient technique 
that’s  relevant to where we are at  today.”
Graphic Africa runs from 14 September to 20 October 
at Habitat’s Platform Gallery, 208 King’s Road, 
London SW3 ( habitat.co.uk ). The Graphic Africa 
cushions will be sold exclusively at Habitat fl agship 
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stores in London at £30 each 

 STYLE 
DESIGN FESTIVAL

MADE IN RATIO
 Brodie Neill   has been based in London for 
 10 years, but the Australian product designer 
has stayed true to his roots. The  training he 
received in Tasmania  emphasised being able 
to make what you design, and for his new 
furniture and lighting brand ,  Made in Ratio,  
Neill  spent  a year working alongside best-in-
fi eld manufacturers  in the UK and Europe 
to perfect his  ideas.  “ My designs are quite 
experimental in form  and in how they’re 
made,” he says . “ Those engineering tasks can 
involve  a lot of head-scratching .”

The upshot is a collection of eye-catching 
pieces which  combine digital design with 
the handmade. Top of our wishlist is the 
 Cowrie  Rocker, a sculptural chaise longue 
 moulded from a single piece of plywood. 
Simple, skillful, and supremely seductive. ■

Made in Ratio will show as part of  Design Junction  
from 18  to 22 September  at The Sorting Offi  ce, 
21 New Oxford Street, WC1A ( madeinratio.com ; 
thedesignjunction.co.uk) 

Talib Choudhry is editor-at-large at  Elle Decoration 
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MADE IN RATIO
Brodie Neill (above), from Australia, 
with the Cowrie Rocker , made from 
a single piece of moulded plywood





 STYLE 
DESIGN FESTIVAL

 STYLE 
DESIGN FESTIVAL

GRAPHIC AFRICA 
AT HABITAT 
Boubacar Doumbia 
(below) from Mali with 
his cushions and ‘mud 
cloths’ (above). Left:  
Cassena server in beech 
by Dokter & Misses
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